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During the recent years, there have been significant improvements in the India-Japan partnership reflected in all sectors, including
science and technology (S&T). A bilateral S&T Agreement between the two countries was signed in November 1985. With a view to
providing more focus and purpose to S&T cooperation between the two countries, a Science and Technology Initiative to support pure
science research in frontier areas of S&T has been proposed in 2005. The new Science and Technology Initiafive has been successful in
promoting substantial cooperation in the emerging areas of modem biology, biotechnology, health care, agriculture, hydrocarbon fuels,
nano-science and nano-technology, environment, information and communication technology, robotics, aftemative sources of energy etc.
Under the new science and technology policy and also in the new growth strategy of Japan, two major innovations have been projected
as national sfrategic pilars. These are “green innovation” and “life innovation”. Considering the growing, multi-faceted partnership
between Japan and India, it is important for both the nations to strengthen research partnership in these areas of common interest through
close interaction between research organizations/institutions and scientists of both the countries.
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