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“Structure of the UK Research Enterprise”
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The mission of the UK Embassy Science and Innovation Team in Japan is to improve the global climate for
international science and innovation collaboration; to support the sharing of best practice and new policy ideas;
and to increase the number of beneficial research linkages between the UK and Japan, working with
universities, businesses and research institutions. In this talk we give a background review of UK government
funding of science both within the United Kingdom and within the framework of UK/Japan collaborative
agreements. We detail programs available for enhancing interaction between Japan and the United Kingdom
researchers across the spectrum of researcher experience and outline targeted areas that are deemed a
priority for the UK government.

Kevin Knappett is the First Secretary of Science and Innovation associated with the UK Embassy in Tokyo. He
is responsible for overseeing the UK/Japan interaction in both the Life Sciences area (covering life sciences,
medical research, healthcare, biotech, pharmaceuticals, bio-nanotechnology and biodiversity) and the
Information and Communications Technology (ICT) area (covering ICT, automotive, materials science,
nanotechnology, manufacturing technology, aerospace, space and subjects relating to the physical sciences
and engineering).
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